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the privilege of spinning and weaving the kusti or sacred
thread, till lately were only married to priests. Like the
Magi of two thousand years ago as described by Diogenes
Laertius, the practising priests of to-day wear white robes,
and white turbans. They also must keep the face unshaved.
To shave the head or face, and to wear colours, are the out-
ward and visible sign of abandoning the priestly calling.

When for three generations a family has abstained from
qualifying for the priesthood, and worn lay dress, they cease
to be eligible: a would-be priest must be at least the great-
grandson of a practising priest. Some very outstanding
Parsis, such as the late Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, the late
Mr Dadabhai Naoroji, and the Tata family, have had priestly
blood but have not exercised their privilege.

The initiation of a priest begins with his admission as
Herbad or Ervad?* which for the great majority is the only
step ever attained. Only a few take the special qualification
required for service in the Fire-temple and the performance
of the greater ceremonies. An Ervad may even pass direct
from that rank to that of Dastur, without ever qualifying as
a Mobed. ' Ervad' is often used even by non-practising
priests, with connotation much like that of an academic title.

It is needless, for the purpose of this book, to spend any
space on the ritual of initiation. The exposition of ritual is
best left to those for whom ritual means something. It
is possible, however, to appreciate the original purpose of
the austerities that form a necessary part of the initiation.
Fasting, strict chastity, and much meditation are prescribed.
But in these days the practice is to undergo the ceremony in
early youth, and it has therefore lost much of its original
significance.

The central rite is that called the barashnnm^ which a
Navar or Ervad does not repeat, and even a Dastur does not
undergo. A Mobed, however, whose work is in the Fire-

1 Avestan aeQrapaiti, l master of (priestly) pupils,1 or as usually taken
' master of learning'.